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The short stories “Lamb to the Slaughter” by Roald Dahl and “Where are you going, where have you been” by Joyce Carol Oates have revealed notable similarities and differences. The characters, plot, and use of symbolism are key literacy devices to understand the similarities and differences. Both Mary and Connie portray the plight of women in the society. This analysis illustrates the lives of women in the society and various actions they take in search of independence.
In both stories the main characters are women who portray the reality about the society. Both Mary and Connie appear to be vulnerable, insecure and naïve. In “Lamb to the Slaughter”, the author reveals about psychological horror that Mary Maloney went through when she was pregnant. The opening scene illustrates that Mary is the only one present in the marriage despite the fact that is meant for two. Also, Mary enjoyed sewing which is an example of traditional roles which were child bearers and domestic servants. Dahl (1953) says “The drop of a head as she bent over her sewing was curiously tranquil”. Similarly, in the story “Where are you going, where have you been” Connie strives to present her appearance as a mature woman and she appears to be experienced with men. “Connie would raise her eyebrows at these familiar old complaints and look right through her mother, into a shadowy vision of herself” (Oates, 1966). Her mother taught her the importance of being a valued woman and she started living a reality since she changed the way she viewed the world. 
The stories are similar because they symbolism to express the message. The lamb symbolized the character of Mary because appears innocent and she is willing to make sacrifices to suit the desires of her husband. She loved to luxuriate in the presence of this man, and to feel—(Dahl, 1953). In the Western Culture, a lamb represents an innocent and spotless creature. Music symbolizes Connie’s Character which is specifically the pleasure and fantasy she obtains from romantic relationships. She comes out as an innocent young girl who is seduced by way of her own vanity. Oates says “bathed in a glow of slow-pulsed joy that seemed to rise mysteriously out of the music itself and lay languidly about the airless little room, breathed in and breathed out with each gentle rise and fall of her chest”. The music serves as a bridge for Connie’s real world and the fantasy world . 
Furthermore, the plot brings out differences between the two stories. Connie appears to be vibrant, outgoing and unsettled in her decisions. Connie spends a lot of time day dreaming about boys and she was very excited about summer. “Connie sat with her eyes closed in the sun, dreaming and dazed with the warmth about her as if this were a kind of love, the caresses of love, and her mind slipped over onto thoughts of the boy” (Oates, 1966). Connie is clearly influenced by pop culture’s depiction of romance, dating and sex which created the wrong perception. At some point, Connie separates herself from her family in the attempt of portraying she was mature and independence. Ideally Oates highlights the dangers of modern culture on youths since they tend to blend with many mythical elements. Connie’s youthfulness led her to ignore how the real world works but later she understood when she gained experience. Conversely, was more conserved and submissive to her husband who did not give her enough attention. “ Soon she was back again in her chair with the sewing, and he in the other, opposite, holding the tall glass with both hands, rocking it so the ice cubes tinkled against the side” (Dahl, 1953). Mary actively fulfils the role of a wife and domestic servant regardless of the power imbalance in her marriage. In deed the masculinity of the husband is compared to the sun and Mary is the sunbather. The husband does not recognize her efforts and he barely sympathizes with her.
Ideally, the two stories are similar because they portray the position of women the society. Often, women are perceived to be vulnerable and insecure which is as a result of stereotypes that exist regarding masculinity. The use of symbolism is prevalent in both stories to emphasize the meaning and understanding of the stories. However, differences are seen in the plot since the two women appear to live in different times. 
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